
Somewhere, in between the gray of winter and 
the “generous warmth” of Houston’s summer 
season, there is a brief window of opportunity for 
enjoying Montrose at its best. It’s called “spring” 
and if you blinked, you missed it. 

However brief, the balmy weather makes it more inviting to walk or 
bike through the Montrose neighborhoods, to enjoy the lush canopy of 
venerable old trees, and to dine al fresco at one of the District’s many 
cafes, restaurants, bars, and coffee shops. 

The board of directors and staff of the Montrose Management District 
are ever mindful of what we have to do to make the neighborhoods 
and commercial corridor more “walkable,” whether through focusing 
on creating more sidewalks and repairing those that exist, or just 
advocating for both bike and pedestrian safety. 

Another area of great interest to the District is forecasting the future 
commercial needs of the community. As Houston continues to grow in 
population, so does Montrose. With a cultural, historical, and artistic 

ambiance like no other part of the city, Montrose also benefits from its 
proximity to the city’s core without feeling like “downtown.” 

As we grow, we may need to take inventory of the current retail, 
restaurant, service industries, and commercial businesses in our 
unique neighborhood and do a little forecasting for what might be 
needed in the future. What are the missing pieces of the puzzle that 
need to be recruited to improve the quality of life in our community, 
and how do we get them here? 

This is part of a new conversation we’re only 
beginning to initiate, so we don’t have all the 
answers yet. That’s where your thoughts and 
suggestions may prove to be valuable. Please let 
us know what you think via the District website: 
MontroseDistrict.org  under the “Contact Us” tab. 

We are delighted to report that 
many of the initiatives designed to 
improve business and the quality 
of life are collectively moving 
forward in a positive fashion!

Currently, we are working closely with the engineering firm of Walter P. Moore and 
the City of Houston to create a special parking area (SPA) which will benefit local 
businesses. The SPA ordinance, which passed in March 2013, enables communities 
to create new parking rules that suit their unique needs. It will allow for more flexible 
parking requirements, enabling businesses some breathing room in qualifying to 
apply for city permits.
 
The SPA is a new program, and Montrose District will be the first to assist the city in 
testing its workability.
   
The Montrose District also continues to work with the Texas Commission on the Arts 
toward receiving a special designation as a cultural and arts district. Our application 
was submitted to the Commission on May 30, and we hope to hear that we have been 
approved in mid-September or early October. The concept of designating cultural arts 
districts was enabled with the passage of legislation in the 79th Texas Legislature in 
2005. Its intent is to designate special zones in cities and Texas communities that 
harness the power of cultural resources to stimulate economic development and 
community revitalization. 

While we believe we are already one of the city’s richest areas for artistic and cultural 
expression, we expect this designation to have a powerful and positive impact on our 
community.  We anticipate that the designation will open the door for grant funding 
to support the arts, including music and educational programming.  We have already 
begun discussions with our partners in the Museum District about working together to 
implement programs and events.  
 
Finally, with the invaluable assistance of Kudula & Weinheimer, the District is in the 
process of allocating twenty four locations for the placement of District branding 
signage to enhance Montrose’s character as a unique and special destination in 
Houston.
 
As always, we endeavor to be mindful of the needs of area businesses and residents 
and greatly appreciate your input and suggestions.

Montrose has a reputation for being 
a bike friendly neighborhood. It’s 
not uncommon to see cyclists 
on our streets, and the popular 

monthly Karbach Brewery ride often 
starts right in the heart of Montrose at 
Hay Merchant.

Despite the amount of cycling that goes 
on in Montrose, finding a safe and secure 
place to park a bike can be a challenge. 
BikeHouston brought this issue to the 
District’s attention late last year, and we 
began a plan to help make secure bike 
parking in our neighborhood a reality. We 
worked closely with BikeHouston on rack 
design and placement.

We now have many locations throughout 
the District and more are planned.  

To request a bike rack at your favorite 
location, contact Montrose District’s 
Director of Services, Phil Wagner at 
PWagner@MontroseDistrict.org.
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>>> See our Cultural District Designation video at: 
vimeo.com/95813288

to read more ::
montrosedistrict.org/bike

#bikemontrose



safetyforum
>> The Public Safety Committee meets 
the 2nd Friday of every month at 9 a.m. at 
Montrose Center 401 Branard, Ste. 106 2nd 
Floor and is open for public comment.

Clean & Green
Graffiti Abatement
Year to date, a total of 1,112 occurrences of graffiti were 
removed, and over 11,000 sites since program inception in 
2008. Thanks to all of our community partners who actively 
assist us in reporting incidents. We encourage all residents and 
businesses to join the in the effort to help us eradicate graffiti 
from the District by reporting to 3-1-1 or going on-line to www.
MontroseDistrict.org and reporting incidences via the “How 
Can We Help” button on the home page of the website.  We 
are also working closely with our graffiti abatement contractor 
and our Montrose Patrol Officers from HPD to identify and 
prosecute the individuals responsible for graffiti in our District. 
For more information contact Phil Wagner, Director of Services 
at PWagner@MontroseDistrict.org 

Watch: our Public Safety meeting at Haymerchant   

 vimeo.com/98057680

Learn: more about the District’s Public Safety Program. 
Contact Phil Wagner, Director of Services at
PWagner@MontroseDistrict.org

The Montrose District deeply appreciates and proudly commends 
officer Jaquarya for his bravery and swift action in helping 
apprehend suspects involved in the robbery on June 4, 2014.

Montrose  salutes
brave officer

The District provides public safety forums and makes presentations at area meetings and events 
as well as providing for mobile security cameras, graffiti abatement, and vehicle and bike patrols 
of the business community. 
 
On April 21, the Montrose District, in partnership with the Houston Police Department (HPD), 
conducted a public safety workshop for area restaurant and bar owners. A video of the event 
can be viewed at vimeo.com/98057680 The focus of the presentation was to help owners and 
managers protect their patrons from theft and burglary of their vehicles. The officers stated that 
summer, especially, brings out folks looking for easy targets by casing vehicles whose owners 
leave laptops, cameras, and other easily stolen items in plain view. The District has “Store, Hide, 
Lock” signs available to area business owners to help reinforce the message to keep valuables 
safe by placing them out of sight and ensuring that they are not easily viewable to people walking 
past a vehicle. Businesses interested in learning additional safety tips from HPD can visit 
www.houstontx.gov/police/keep_houston_safe    
 
In 2013, officers were able to make 12,600 checks on Montrose-area businesses, largely 
successful because of the number of trespass affidavits business owners have signed, giving 
officers access to their properties. Officers drive by, often getting out of their vehicle to physically 
check back-doors and alleys.
 
“When we check these businesses, that’s often when we find our suspects,” 
Beserra said. In October and November, there were more than 100 arrests per month, which was 
a record, he added.
 
Beserra acknowledged that the Montrose District board and staff have provided significant 
support and added that communication with the public is also a big help. He said his own barber 
at Henry’s, on Richmond Avenue, helped by reporting that he had seen a  well known transient 
in the neighborhood with a bicycle that he’d never had before. Officers approached the man and 
discovered the bike had been reported stolen in a burglary the previous night and were also able 
to charge him with drug possession. 

Board member, Dr. Randy Mitchmore with officer L.T. Jaquarya

public



SEE our SUPER “Culture Cool” 
DESIGNATION VIDEO: vimeo.com/95813288

Watch our launch mixer @ art league::
montrosedistrict.org/mmd-art-league-culture-designation-mixer

The District has submitted an application for consideration by the Texas Commission 
on the Arts to become a Cultural District. As you probably already know, the Montrose 
District is a community unique to the City of Houston, with a vibrant and colorful history 
that is home to a fascinating array of artists, musicians, and other creative forces.
 
The District has an eclectic business community which includes art galleries, music venues, 
churches, educational centers, specialty retailers, and art studios. Area restaurants, cafes, 
and bars are regularly featured in local and national magazines. There are 21 museums 
surrounding the Montrose District, including The Museum of Fine Arts, The Menil, and Rothko 
Chapel. The District is also home to the HISD, High School for the Visual and Performing Arts 
(HSVPA), and St. Thomas University which offers both graduate and undergraduate degrees 
in music and the performing arts. The District also serves as home for the Consulate-General 
of China and the Norway Consulate.
 
The District is located in City Council District C, represented by Council Member Ellen 
Cohen. Other well-known Montrosians include Mayor Annise Parker, business owner Charles 
Armstrong, and Council members At-Large Stephen Costello and David W. Robinson.
 

Cultural promotions is one of five services in the District Service Plan. The District supports 
businesses and the community by hosting quarterly Business Mixers, Bi-Annual Recycling 
events, and a Montrose Business Workshop seminar series. Other planned projects in the 
next few years include: the installation of LED lights on six bridges on the SouthWest Freeway 
59, installation of LED-lighted District banner signage at key intersections in the District, and 
working with the City of Houston on a Parking Management District. Each of these projects will 
enhance the already beautiful and diverse cultural experience that is the Montrose.

The Commission is expected to make a decision in mid-September / early October.

The “Funnel Tunnel,” a 180-foot public art installation in the esplanade 
of Montrose Boulevard — adjacent to Inversion Coffee House, and 
produced by the Art League of Houston — is not just pretty to look 
at, it’s officially award-winning.

Artist Patrick Renner, a Houstonian, was recognized recently by what Culturemap 
says is the “only national program to specifically honor public art.” The quirky 
and colorful wood-framed work is not only one of the coolest sights in town, it’s 
now certifiably one of the coolest public art installations in the country.

Connect with us and be one of the first to know!
MontroseDistrict.org | @MontroseHTX | facebook.com/MontroseDistrict 

Montrose DistriCt seeks
Cultural District 
Designation

aWarD-Winning 
public art

Montrose District Board member, Lane Llewellyn with talented jazz 
musicians Bobby Lyle and Joe Sample (seated) at our May Business 
Mixer »

 “Cultural Arts Award “ winner, 
Patrick Renner for, “Funnel Tunnel” 

2013 Museum District Business Alliance 
Community Improvement Awards

Watch our Cultural mixer @ BABA YEGA::
montrosedistrict.org/cultural-district-designation-application-mixer

“We are very excited about helping take the 
Montrose District to the next level, and being 
recognized as a Cultural District is an important 
part of that process.”                 — Lane Llewellyn 

Montrose District Board Member |  Marketing & Business Development Committee Chair



Montrose district welcoMes…

 Director of Services

did you know >>

The Montrose District is pleased to announce that Phillip Wagner has 
been named as the new Director of Services effective June 1. Phil 
comes to the District by way of the City of Dubuque, Iowa where he 
was Acting Director of Economic Development. Prior to joining the City 
of Dubuque, Phil served as a Management Analyst for the City of Sug-
arland. Phil has been out in the community getting to know the busi-
nesses and is actively working on the bike rack installation project for 
the District among his many projects.
 
If you have a question for the District, Phil can be reached at PWagner@
MontroseDistrict.org. And as with all transitions, we have to say good-
bye to Josh Hawes who served as the Director of Services since 2008.  
We wish him well on his new journey! 

Montrose district staff
Bill Calderon   

executive director – 713.595.1216

Phillip Wagner
director of services

713.595.1241
PWagner@MontroseDistrict.org

Gretchen Larson
director of  Marketing 

713.595.1215 
GLarson@MontroseDistrict.org

Ray Lawrence
director of economic development

713.595.1235 
RLawrence@MontroseDistrict.org

Board of Directors Monthly Meeting
2nD MonDay at 12:00 (noon) 

Montrose Center
401 Branard, Ste. 106 Second Floor

recycling sub-Committee 
1st tuesDay in april anD oCtoBer at 9:30 a.M.

Visual improvements/Mobility
3rD MonDay at 9:00 a.M. 

security & public safety  
2nD FriDay at 9:00 a.M. 

Marketing & Business relations 
4th WeDnesDay at 4:00 p.M.

Business & economic Development
4th WeDnesDay at 12:00 (noon) 

All meetings except the Board of Directors & Security /Public Safety
 take place at: 

tradition Bank 
5020 Montrose Blvd. Houston, TX 77006. 

The Montrose Management District is a combination of HCID#6 and HCID#11

5020 M
ontrose B

lvd. Suite 311
H

ouston, Texas 77006

m
o

n
t

r
o

sed
ist

r
ic

t.o
r

g

BoArd of directors
Claude F. Wynn, chairman
Randy Mitchmore, Vice chairman
Cassie Stinson, secretary
Brad Nagar, Asst. secretary
Kathy Hubbard, treasurer
Robert Jara
Michael Grover
David W. Robinson
Randall Ellis
Bobby Heugel
Dana Thorpe
Lane Llewellyn

Videography: eV1 productions | EV1Pro.com
Web Design: primer grey | PrimerGrey.com
Graphic Design & Photography: CrackedFox photography & design | CrackedFox.com
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if you like what you see... contact the “C” team for all your marketing needs:


